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Seminar
Pro bono work, in keeping with the social function of the legal profession

Tuesday, November 11, 2025, from 12:00 to 1:30 pm, at the Lawyers' Hall of the Supreme Court
of Cassation in Rome

The seminar will present the developments in pro bono activity promoted in recent years in Italy
by the association Pro Bono Italia ETS (https://probonoitalia.org), which has led to the creation

of a profit/non-profit ecosystem involving lawyers, law firms, corporate lawyers, legal
associations, third sector and other non-profit organisations operating globally and/or locally, as
well as academics and legal clinics.

The experiences of the Italian pro bono movement over ten years of activity will be briefly
outlined, presenting the current regulatory and ethical framework (also in comparison with legal
systems more familiar with pro bono), as well as the challenges and opportunities associated with
this stimulating form of legal practice, through the following topics:

® from the origins of pro bono public to the Anglo-American tradition, from the example
of legal clinics to the birth of Pro Bono Italia for the promotion of a culture of pro bono
in our country;

® challenges of our time: growing inequalities, 'new poverty' and migration, impact of Al,
risks to social cohesion, and growing oppression of human rights;

® growing demand for free legal assistance from people in need, inadequacy of the
State-funded legal aid, and need for an adequate recognition (and regulatory framework)
of pro bono in Italy;

® pro bono as a tool for fulfilling the social function of the legal profession: lawyers as
protagonists of necessary and virtuous changes. Relevant ethical aspects;

® pro bono from the beneficiaries' point of view: examples from the daily experience of
non-profits and ETSs, human capital valorisation and social value creation;

® issues and challenges: difficulty in networking, mismatch between supply and demand for
pro bono  services, growing economic and financial need to cover
management/administrative costs;

® action proposals: recognition and regulation of legal pro bono from a legislative and
regulatory standpoint, skilled volunteering as an essential requirement of legal practice,
creation of pro bono commissions at local Bar Councils, incentives for pro bono work
within a legal career, State funding and tax incentives to cover the costs of managing and
administering pro bono work.


https://probonoitalia.org/

Programme:

11:45 am Ewntrance and registration

12:00 pm Institutional greetings. Alessandro Graziani, Attorney at Law, Chair of the Rome Bar
Council

12:10 pm  Introduction: Enrico Lubrano, Attorney at Law, Commission on Lawyers’
Compensation, Rome Bar Council

12:15 pm Seminar presentation by the moderator. Giovanni Carotenuto, Attorney at Law, Chair of Pro
Bono Italia ETS

12:25 pm Panel

Fabrizio Arossa, Attorney at Law, Member of the Board of Pro Bono Italia ETS

Valerio Bruno, Head of Central Italy of AIGI — Italian Association of Corporate Lawyers
Daniela D1 Rado, Head of the Legal Sector of the Italian Council for Refugees

Professor Patrizio Gonnella, National President of Antigone association

Giorgio Martellino, President of AIGI — Italian Association of Corporate Lawyers

Giulia Patané, Program Director Europe of PILnet - Public Interest Law Network

Alessandro Seminati, Director of CSVnet — National Coordination Center of Volunteers’
Centers

Francesca Turci, Head of Institutional Relations of Francesca Rava Foundation N.PH. Italia
Onlus

1:20 pm Discussion and Questions

1:30 pm Conclusions
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This seminar is free of charge and held in person (with the option of remote access) and allows
the awarding of training credits by the Rome Bar Council, pursuant to the Regulation of the
National Bar Council concerning Continuing Legal Education. Registration must be completed
through the FormaSfera system. REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE ON MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 10, 2025 AT 12:00 PM OR, IN ANY CASE, WHEN ALL AVAILABLE SEATS
ARE OCCUPIED.



