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Introduction

The Global Refugee Forum (GRF) Legal Community Pledge, launched
in 2019 and reaffirmed in 2023, is a multi-stakeholder initiative uniting
over 120 legal and refugee rights stakeholders-including States,
NGOs, refugee-led organizations (RLOs), law firms, academia, and bar
associations' - committed to increasing legal assistance for and with
displaced and stateless people? and driving systemic change to
advance access to rights, justice, and solutions.

The Pledge operates through a partnership and whole-of-society
approach, building an integrated legal ecosystem that maximizes
resources, strengthens local partnerships, and prioritizes the
meaningful participation and leadership of those with lived experience.
With over 123 million people displaced worldwide, legal needs are
immense and immediate. Access to justice often serves as the critical
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At GRF 2023 Pledge members collectively committed to provide legal
assistance to over 1million forcibly displaced people and deliver over
Tmillion hours of free legal assistance to displaced people and the
organizations that are led by or work with them. Beyond direct legal
assistance, members committed to increase refugee inclusion in hiring
practices, to meaningfully engage professionals with lived experience
at all levels of legal work, undertake advocacy to strengthen refugee
protection laws and systems, and mobilize resources for refugees and
supporting organizations.

This report covers the 2024-2025 implementation period,
documenting progress in the implementation of organizational pledges
and the development of a more integrated legal community. Findings
are drawn from pledge updates provided to UNHCR via the

lifeline enabling displaced and stateless people to restore legal identity,
secure documentation, obtain basic social services, and pursue
durable solutions.

The 2023 Pledge marked an evolution by explicitly recognizing the
importance of centering those with lived experience of displacement
within legal programming and advocacy, and broadening focus from
direct legal assistance to leveraging the legal community's unique
expertise for systemic change. While maintaining a shared
commitment to rights and justice, the 2023 Pledge aligned with the
GRF's Multi-stakeholder Pledge (MSP) framework, which encouraged
organizations to submit discrete organizational pledges to advance
collective goals. These pledges were mobilized around six strategic
focus areas:

Legal Advocacy, Policy
Engagement, and Asylum
Capacity Development

Coordination,
Collaboration, and
Legal Capacity
Development

Funding and Resource
Mobilization

Global Compact on Refugees (GCR) Dashboard and the Core Group's
dedicated stocktaking efforts.?

The report highlights that against a backdrop of intensifying challenges
-including funding cuts of up to 60%, increasingly restrictive asylum
policies, and growing threats to lawyers representing displaced
people-Pledge members have not just delivered, but exceeded their
commitments. As a collective initiative, the Pledge has been recognize
d as a leading example of how multi-stakeholder collaboration can
address complex global challenges even in the most difficult
circumstances. The report presents implementation highlights and
key takeaways from stocktaking, followed by progress summaries and
good practice spotlights under the six strategic focus areas,
concluding with next steps.

1. For the complete list of pledge signatories, please see here. Please note that some members of the initiative have chosen not to be publicly named on PlLnet's website and/or the Global Compact

on Refugees (GCR) Dashboard due to security, political, and other reasons

2. The Pledge Framework uses the language: “refugees, asylum-seekers, stateless people, and internally and other displaced people” - it was designed to be inclusive of all persons that experience
displacement that may be in need of protection. Other legal categories within the scope of the Pledge include: internally displaced persons (IDPs), those with claims under the Convention Against
Torture (CAT), those affected by climate displacement and survivors of trafficking. For the purpose of this report, this group is collectively referred to as "refugees and other displaced people",

"affected communities" or “displaced people”.

3. This stocktaking and Progress Report were developed in advance of the 2025 Global Refugee Forum Progress Review. As not all 2025 data is yet available, many examples are drawn

from 2024; a supplemental 2025 Pledge Update will be prepared in early 2026.

03


https://globalcompactrefugees.org/pledges-contributions/multi-stakeholder-pledges-2023/multi-stakeholder-pledge-2023-global-legal
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/pledges-contributions
https://www.pilnet.org/signatories-2023-global-refugee-forum-legal-community-pledge/
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/about/global-refugee-forum-progress-review

The Global Legal Community Pledge builds
essential bridges across the legal ecosystem
to strengthen access to justice for displaced
and stateless people at a time when needs are
surging and resources are contracting. This
transformative initiative exemplifies the
power of cross-sectoral and diverse
partnerships and demonstrates what
becomes possible when the global legal
community unites around shared purpose.
We are deeply grateful for the legal
community's efforts in both empowering
displaced and stateless people and providing
essential legal support. Especially during the
ongoing funding crisis impacting legal
assistance provision, the community has not
only honored its commitments but exceeded
them by over 50%-a remarkable achievement
amid severe financial constraints. The
Pledge's model of collective action and
sustained commitment has never been more
critical-or more urgently needed.

MS. RUVENDRINI MENIKDIWELA,
ASSISTANT HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR PROTECTION, UNHCR

Jasmine Simperingham, Program Director - Forced Displacement at
PILnet, shares how the Global Legal Community Pledge demonstrates
the power of diverse cross-sector collaboration, centered on lived
experience, to create effective legal solutions,

March 2025/ TEDxGVAGrad, Geneva.



https://youtu.be/_Z21h_VciqU?si=V3V0NDVmJ5UtQhb4

Implementation

Highlights

In 2024, signatories contributed over

395,900

hours of free legal assistance-exceeding
the collective commitment of

250,000...-
wymoretran D00

Pledge members collectively reached

942,000.....

with direct legal services in just two years
(2024-2025)-

94%
0O ofthe way to the goal of

1 million people set for the full
four-year period.

Twenty-eight refugee- and
stateless-rights organizations pitched

40 projects directly to law firms

during four Refugee Rights Pro Bono
Pitching Roundtables across the UK,
Europe, and the US.

PlLnet's GRF Legal Community Pledge
Matching Portal supported

74 organizations to scope
86 projects and secure pro bono

Bono partners during 2024-2025-a

%
48 O increase from
50 organizations in 2022-2023.

Eleven new signatories joined the Pledge
Q,—__.D in 2024 and 2025, bringing the number of
stakeholders involved in the Pledge to

125

Targeted initiatives like a “legal health check” pilot and Refugee-Rights
Pro Bono Roundtables increased access to pro bono assistance for
RLOs and stateless-led organizations (SLOs). By 2025, 50% of
organizations using the PlLnet Legal Matching Portal were led by
people with lived experience of displacement or statelessness.

Information exchange and collaboration between members were
strengthened through a dedicated email group (launched in 2024),
virtual monthly exchanges (2025), and an in-person Pledge Lunch
Session (2024) and a Pledge Workshop (2025) at PlLnet

Global Forums.

Investment in embedding meaningful refugee participation continued
through training, peer exchanges with Pledge members, and dedicated
programs to hire and include people with lived experience of
displacement in legal education and programming.

Collective advocacy and collaboration increased, marked by deeper
engagement on statelessness, climate displacement, and safe
pathways. This included closer coordination with other
multistakeholder pledges and GRF initiatives, such as the Asylum
Capacity Support Group.

Pledge signatories pursued a dual strategy of working with governments

to strengthen national asylum systems, while successfully employing

advocacy, strategic litigation, and engagement with UN human rights

bodies to challenge protection shortfalls and secure safe pathways and

durable solutions for displaced people.
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From Stocktaking

Ahead of the 2025 Global Refugee Forum Progress Review, PlLnet and the Pledge’s Core Group undertook a comprehensive stocktaking exercise
through interviews, written feedback, and group exchanges at PlLnet's 2024 and 2025 Global Forums. Despite the Pledge's goals and the progress
made to fulfill commitments by pledgers as highlighted in this report, our stocktaking indicates that accessing legal assistance has become harder
for displaced people since the 2023 GRF.

Policy Barriers

The criminalization of human mobility, leading to inter-State migration cooperation centered around externalization, has created
national and continental legal frameworks legitimizing detention, heightened restrictions on access to territory and asylum
procedures, refoulement, pushbacks, and offshore processing of asylum claims, in contravention of international refugee law. The
codification of these practices into law, along with accelerated timelines and digital-only systems, constrains lawyers’ ability to
provide effective support to ensure refugees’ access to asylum, international protection, and rights.

Funding Crisis

Reductions of up to 60% have forced UNHCR and NGO pledgers to close offices, reduce staff, and curtail legal programs-
. undermining essential services and the capacity for collaboration with law firms. Private sector actors involved in the Pledge

\’,ﬁ have the goodwill and interest in seeking to address gaps that exist. However, increased pro bono engagement alone cannot fill

J].D.D widening gaps, especially in Global South regions hosting most refugees and stateless people where there are discrepancies in
the availability of legal resources as compared to the Global North, and where law firm capacity is often limited. Pro bono

providers also cannot replace the role of properly funded NGOs and legal aid lawyers; many firms have emphasized that
sustained pro bono work is possible only when NGOs and legal aid lawyers providing training, supervision, and referrals can
keep their doors open.

Threats to the Legal Community

The legal community has faced harassment, intimidation, and prosecution for representing asylum seekers. Refugee and
stateless paralegals, increasingly relied upon to provide legal advice, awareness, and on-the-spot counseling to their

communities, have also been targeted. As affected people themselves, these paralegals have faced immigration detention and,
o0 O in some instances, refoulement as a direct result of their status as refugees. Refugee-led organizations and other NGOs offering
Frm legal services, among others, have also faced threats and restrictions on their operations. Even private sector firms providing pro
bono assistance have come under unprecedented government scrutiny. Some pledging law firms have reported that political
scrutiny and heightened compliance checks have created a “chilling effect,” limiting their ability to take on refugee-related pro
bono work, particularly public-facing cases.




Six Strategic

Focus Areas

Lega| Assistance for and Lega| ¢ Globally in 2024, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) served over
@ Empowerment of Refugees and 26,500 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) and their
]y . families with direct legal and psychosocial services. Additionally, pro
Other Dlsplaced Pe°p|e bono lawyers mentored by KIND provided over 169,000 pro bono
The overarching goal of the Pledge is to increase access to legal hours valued at more than 135 million USD, reaching thousands of
services, including legal information, counseling, and assistance, with additional asylum seeking and migrant children across Europe and
and for displaced people. During the pledging period, drastic funding the Americas.

cuts and policy changes have severely impacted the ability of front-line
legal actors to provide these essential services, as well as their capacity
to partner with law firms to provide pro bono services. Despite these
challenges, both NGOs and law firms have continued to provide digital
platforms and specialist clinics to help make vital legal information and
assistance accessible to support displaced people to secure legal
documentation; present asylum claims; secure rights; access justice;
and obtain citizenship, safe pathways, and other durable solutions to
their displacement.

¢ In 2024, Danish Refugee Council reached 383,100 people with legal
aid services across more than 30 country operations, continuing efforts
to expand access to legal aid for conflict and displacement affected
people and ensuring that legal aid issues and needs are included in
existing humanitarian response and coordination structures.

¢ |In 2024, Norwegian Refugee Council's online information platform,
KOBLI, helped more than 129,000 people access step-by-step,
country-specific answers to common asylum questions. When
additional support was needed, cases were referred to NRC's legal
teams for one-to-one counseling and assistance. These teams helped
over 259,000 people with asylum procedures and nearly 220,000
with access to essential services across more than 20 countries.

11' /

Kharkiv Collective Center for Vovchansk IDP, Ukraine. NRC's legal aid team is

providing legal information to elderly people evacuated from Vovchansk /

o Since January 2024, Swiss NGO AsyLex has assisted more than Filippo Mancini, Norwegian Refugee Council
7'870 people through a 24/7 online legal information model. This
model allows clients to submit simple forms for humanitarian visas
and appeals, then automatically generates draft letters, statements,
and checklists. Volunteers review and refine these drafts using
internal tools, before a lawyer gives final approval. More complex
cases are referred to counsel, ensuring that those with urgent or
cross-border needs receive timely and effective legal assistance.

Throughout 2024 and 2025, DLA Piper International continued to
deliver its Know Your Rights programme, which since its launch in
2017 has delivered more than 698 sessions worldwide across 18
countries, reaching 6,386 participants. The sessions focused on a
variety of topics including, but not limited to, employment rights,
housing rights, social benefits, access to education and health care.
This program was developed in partnership with staff with lived
experience, ensuring the content was relevant and credible.

In 2024, Refugee Legal in Australia partnered with 27 law firms and
their corporate clients to mobilize over 600 volunteer lawyers who
provided 48,076 hours of pro bono support. Through this
collaborative project, they reached 22,425 people with direct legal
services, as well as impacting the lives of many more through
successful strategic litigation.

The law firm Mattos Filho partnered with an NGO in Brazil to create
and widely disseminate a legal assistance booklet to support refugees
and migrants to access a Continuous Care Benefit for disabled and
elderly people. The booklet was translated into English, French, and
Spanish to maximize access and was launched via an event allowing
recipients to ask direct questions about the application process.
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https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2024/kobli-a-digital-pathway-to-legal-aid
https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2024/kobli-a-digital-pathway-to-legal-aid
https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2024/kobli-a-digital-pathway-to-legal-aid
https://www.dlapiper.com/en/news/2024/08/dla-piper-announces-2024-know-your-rights-legal-education-training-programme

@ Legal Assistance for Refugee-Led
= Organizations and Refugee Rights
Non-Governmental Organizations

In contrast to the language of the 2019 Pledge, which focused on
providing legal assistance directly to displaced people, the 2023 Pledge
explicitly sought commitments to provide free legal assistance to
refugee rights organizations, particularly those led by people with lived
experience of displacement or statelessness who might not otherwise
have ready access to free legal assistance. Pledgers provided a broad
range of legal services to these organizations. For example, Norton
Rose Fulbright LLP offered pro bono advice on employment,
governance, and intellectual property to strengthen legal aid NGOs'
operational capacity. Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer supported
organizations working with displaced communities, including providing
governance, contracts, and compliance support to a UK refugee-led
social enterprise to expand its internships and career

development program.

From 1 January 2024 to 15 November 2025, PlLnet's Legal Matching
Portal, established in 2021 specifically to leverage pro bono hours
committed through the Pledge, successfully matched 74 refugee rights
organizations with pro bono legal assistance. Over half of these
organizations were led by individuals with lived experience of
displacement or statelessness. The pro bono partnerships established
supported organizations to:

¢ Advocate for freedom of movement: Multi-jurisdictional research on
the right of stateless and refugees to travel.

Enable safe returns: Building a resource platform to help displaced
Ukrainians navigate the legal complexities of returning home.

o Strengthen organizational sustainability: Legal advice on
registration, membership structures, and revenue generation while
maintaining nonprofit compliance.

Prevent childhood statelessness: Research supporting a
multi-country birth registration guide for the children of displaced
people in Europe.

PlLnet also leveraged pro bono hours committed through the Pledge to
empower RLOs to navigate complex nonprofit laws and mitigate legal
risks. In partnership with the Asia Pacific Network of Refugees
(APNOR), PILnet launched a Legal Health Check program for RLOs in
2024. Co-designed with RLOs and legal professionals, the program
provides context-specific diagnostic tools and awareness sessions to
help organizations identify legal risks. PILnet works with each RLO to
develop a tailored legal health action plan and identify priority pro bono
projects that can be matched with partners in the Pledge network, such
as advice on partnership agreements or volunteer employment
templates. The initiative is being piloted in Malaysia and New Zealand,
with a global version to be tested at the Global Refugee Forum Progress
Review in Geneva in December 2025.



https://www.pilnet.org/pro-bono-in-flight-defending-the-right-to-board-for-stateless-people-refugees/
https://www.pilnet.org/coming-home-pro-bono-legal-support-for-ukrainians-and-others-returning-home/
https://www.pilnet.org/organizational-support-to-empower-displaced-individuals/
https://www.pilnet.org/a-guide-to-birth-documents-for-children-whose-parents-were-forced-to-flee/

Good Practice

A Replicable Model for Increasing Needs-Driven and Community-Led Pro Bono Partnerships

have become a
flagship model for directing pro bono hours committed through the
Pledge toward needs-driven projects, facilitating new partnerships
and supporting Pledge implementation. Building on successful Asia
roundtables (2020 and 2022) that built impactful pro bono
partnerships during the 2019 Pledge, pledging law firms

provided financial and human resources to support PlLnet in
scaling the model to the UK & Europe in 2024 and the US in 2025.

Each series launches with a workshop to raise NGO and RLO
awareness about the availability and potential impact of pro bono
support, and to help participants craft actionable pro bono
proposals. PILnet subsequently works with interested
organizations to scope projects and compile them into a catalog
distributed to law firms in advance of the Roundtable. PlLnet
coordinates the series

, Who provide vital assistance, including technical
expertise, context-specific guidance, financial contributions, and
human resources.

and
organized two October 2024 roundtables-one for the UK
& Ireland and another for Europe. Twelve NGOs and RLOs presented
nineteen projects; all were matched with at least one legal partner,

@ Lexisneds |
g

Pledge members Dechert, Clyde & Co and Linklaters receiving the ‘Best
New Pro Bono Activity’ award at the LawWorks Awards 2025 for the
collaborative evisa project with GMIAU / Law Works

unlocking hundreds of thousands of dollars in free legal support. This
included an e-visa project pitched by Greater Manchester
Immigration Aid Unit (GMIAU) and matched with four firms,
including Pledge members ,and .In
2025, the project prepared Wallelg!
were downloaded 6726 times, a video and an in person clinic which
helped 295 individuals navigate the UK eVisa process and avoid job
loss or homelessness. The project won the award for Best
New Pro Bono Activity and GMIAU won the Frontline Agency of the
Year award at the Greater Manchester

Pro Bono Awards.

Elale! organized two thematic October
2025 roundtables-one on organizational support for refugee rights
organizations and another on collaborative programmatic projects
including country of origin research and direct assistance to
challenge detention, secure nationality, and obtain protection. Eight
NGOs and eight RLOs presented 21 projects to over 50 US law firm
representatives. With 50% of pitching organizations led by people
with lived experience of displacement or statelessness, strong law
firm interest, and many projects already matched, the roundtables
demonstrated the model's adaptability and power to connect
organizations outside traditional pro bono networks with free

legal support.


https://www.pilnet.org/un-global-refugee-forum-putting-the-pledge-into-action/
https://www.pilnet.org/un-global-refugee-forum-putting-the-pledge-into-action/
https://www.pilnet.org/pitching-success-at-the-2nd-asia-pro-bono-legal-community-roundtable/
https://gmiau.org/evisa-guides/

Refugee Inclusion and Hiring

Across civil society, legal education, and the private sector, partners in
the GRF Legal Community Pledge have made meaningful strides toward
embedding refugee leadership and inclusion within their institutions
and programs. These efforts go beyond consultation; they ensure that
refugees and other displaced people are directly shaping, leading, and
benefiting from the programs and policies that affect their lives. From
promoting individuals with lived experience into leadership and
advisory positions, to creating paid employment pathways, internship
opportunities, and inclusive education access, these initiatives reflect a
growing recognition of the need to center those with lived experience of
displacement within the design, delivery, and monitoring of legal
education and work. Beyond legal work, pledgers also took steps to
advance meaningful refugee participation across the refugee response
sector and leveraged their organizational skills and resources to support
refugee employment outside the legal field.

e Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer advanced workplace inclusion by
partnering with an NGO in London to run CV and interview
workshops for refugees, with 25 volunteers supporting 15 clients in
May 2024. In Australia, the firm hosted two CareerSeekers interns
with lived experience of displacement in its Melbourne office, one of
whom moved into a permanent paralegal role at the firm.

Paraiba State University (Brazil) opened 49 undergraduate places
across all eight campuses for refugees, stateless persons, and
migrants, with humanitarian visas, using simplified entrance
procedures to foster educational and professional integration into the
Brazilian community.

e DLA Piper International actively promotes a "by refugees for
refugees” model, elevating individuals with lived displacement
experience into leadership roles-such as Senior Impact Advisor and
Senior Pro Bono Lawyer-to guide its refugee rights pro bono strategy,
including its flagship Know Your Rights program. The firm also
participates in the TENT Mentorship Program for Refugee Women
across the UK, Germany, and France to support integration and

el
[} ".
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DLA Piper's Know Your Rights Programme session in London in 2025/DLA Piper

success and has seconded three staff members with lived experience
of forced displacement to partner organizations: a paralegal to the
Manual Bravo Project, which provides legal assistance to displaced
people in the UK; an associate to TENT to strengthen private sector
engagement; and a protection officer to UNHCR, the UN Refugee
Agency.

e APNOR and PlLnet developed a training model to embed Meaningful

Refugee Participation (MRP) principles within legal assistance and pro
bono programming. As part of a Legal Health Check for RLOs project,
they co-delivered training to legal professionals in New Zealand and
Malaysia in 2025, then expanded it through a dedicated MRP
workshop for 50 Pledge members at PILnet's 2025 Global Forum.

Fountain of Justice (South Africa), in partnership with refugee talent
matching platform Equal Reach, launched a remote employment
initiative enabling migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees to work
online. The program fosters financial stability and professional
development, helping displaced individuals overcome employment
barriers caused by legal restrictions and discrimination.

Pledge members, including the Kaldor Centre for International
Refugee Law, APNOR, Act for Peace, PlLnet, Asylum Access, and
the International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP), alongside
other members of the Meaningful Refugee Participation Pledge,
contributed to the development of an Independent Declaration on the
Right of Refugees and Other Displaced or Stateless People to
Participate in Decisions That Affect Them. Drafted over 18 months,
the Declaration offers a rights-based framework establishing
participation as a legal right for displaced and stateless people. This
collective effort builds a legal foundation that reinforces
accountability and amplifies refugee voices worldwide.

In 2024, the University of California, through its Center for Gender &
Refugee Studies (CGRS), recruited two refugee leaders to its advisory
board and hired a legal fellow with lived experience to foster
representation in decision-making and advocacy.

'“f"!n"'ﬂl I
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https://www.tent.org/refugee-women-mentorship-initiative/
https://manuelbravo.org.uk/
https://www.tent.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/about-unhcr
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/about-unhcr
https://www.unsw.edu.au/kaldor-centre/our-research/advancing-meaningful-refugee-participation/independent-declaration-on-the-right-to-participate
https://www.unsw.edu.au/kaldor-centre/our-research/advancing-meaningful-refugee-participation/independent-declaration-on-the-right-to-participate
https://www.unsw.edu.au/kaldor-centre/our-research/advancing-meaningful-refugee-participation/independent-declaration-on-the-right-to-participate

Legal Advocacy, Policy Engagement,
and Asylum Capacity Development

Pledge members have driven transformative legal and policy reforms to
strengthen protection for displaced people worldwide through sustained
advocacy and strategic collaboration. Pledge signatories also worked
directly with governments, as partners, to strengthen national asylum
systems. This includes by conducting and disseminating policy-relevant
research, promoting and facilitating collaboration, supporting the
establishment of localized referral networks, and providing
evidence-based advice. Pledge actors have also defended the rule of law,
using existing legal frameworks and institutions-from UN Human Rights
Treaty Bodies to national and international courts-to challenge arbitrary
detention and deportation and to secure safe pathways, citizenship, and
other durable solutions for displaced communities.

Pledge members have also significantly enhanced coordination around
legal assistance as a cornerstone of effective asylum systems,
submitting joint input to the UNHCR Strategy on Strengthening
National Asylum Systems (2025-2030) and collaborating with the
Asylum Capacity Support Group Dialogue Platform, including
co-facilitating a technical meeting on "Boosting the effectiveness of
asylum systems: the impact of legal advice and representation."
Through these collective efforts, Pledge members have built
institutional capacity and promoted a more coordinated, rights-based
global approach to displacement.

e The Centre for Child Law, alongside pledging NGO Lawyers for
Human Rights and other partners, successfully challenged South
Africa’s practice of blocking identity documents without due
process-a practice that had rendered approximately 400,000
children undocumented and, in many cases, stateless. The ruling
prioritized children’s rights to birth registration, identity, and
nationality, requiring immediate unblocking of children’s IDs and
registration regardless of parental documentation status.

e The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) advanced asylum capacity by
working with governments, UNHCR, civil society, and local legal
actors. In 2024, it led regional trainings on refugee law and asylum
procedures across Latin America, North Africa, and East Africa, and
convened a global forum on asylum and refugee protection to share
good practices and shape advocacy priorities.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) supported the
implementation of the Tbilisi Declaration on Access to
State-Guaranteed Legal Aid for Forcibly Displaced Populations,
signed by state legal aid providers from Armenia, Georgia, Moldova,
and Ukraine in December 2023. The declaration commits signatories
to ensure legal aid access for conflict-displaced populations,
establishing operational principles and practical measures. In
2024-2025, UNDP conducted baseline assessments of existing legal
frameworks, service gaps, and capacity needs of state legal aid
providers.

¢ In Moldova, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) successfully
advocated for revisions to legislation extending Temporary Protection
for displaced Ukrainians until March 2026. NRC's intervention
prevented a proposed measure that would have penalized children by
having them lose their protection status or access to services for
unjustified absences from learning activities.

Act for Peace, with the Royal Thai Government, OHCHR, and the
International Detention Coalition, co-facilitated a Capacity Building
Workshop in June 2025 on protecting migrants’ human rights under
Thai and international law. The workshop brought together over 70
government representatives from key ministries and agencies,
including the Immigration Department’s National Screening
Mechanism, to strengthen coordinated whole-of-government
approaches to assistance and protection.

¢ The University of California's Center for Gender and Refugee
Studies advanced global advocacy on climate-related displacement
by developing a practical toolkit with Pledge partner, the Kaldor
Centre for International Refugee Law and Essex Law, submitting an
amicus curiae brief to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on
states’ obligations toward climate-displaced people, and providing
policy recommendations to the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights.

The Global Strategic Litigation Council, partnered with Earth Refuge,
the Raoul Wallenberg Institute, the Zolberg Institute, and pledging
law firms DLA Piper International and Eversheds Sutherland, to
develop a Climate Mobility Case Database-the first global,
open-access resource tracking legal decisions on climate
displacement. The database equips NGOs and strategic litigators
with case summaries to inform advocacy, litigation strategies, and
rights protection.

IDCs Asma Hedi Nairi speaks at the IOM Western Balkan Workshop on
ATD/International Detention Council


https://drc.ngo/media/o0paj1db/drc-expertise_legal-aid-on-asylum-and-legal-stay_oct-2024.pdf
https://www.undp.org/georgia/publications/tbilisi-declaration
https://www.undp.org/georgia/publications/tbilisi-declaration
https://www.global-council.org/climate-database

Good Practice

Transforming Immigration Detention Policy Through Coordinated Global Advocacy

The

drives global efforts to end immigration detention and promote humane, community-based

alternatives through strategic partnerships with governments, civil society, and international organizations, including many partners across the
Pledge network. IDC takes a community-centered, evidence-based, solution-focused approach to advocacy, partnering with academic institutions,
, to inform its work. As the first NGO matched with free legal support
through the Pledging initiative, IDC has consistently leveraged pro bono services to strengthen organizational capacity, ensure legal compliance,
and advance advocacy programming. In 2025, IDC received the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Human Rights Award, recognizing its global leadership
in ending immigration detention and promoting alternatives.

including Pledge partner

Key regional achievements demonstrate the depth of IDC's coordinated advocacy efforts:

Americas: IDC developed a practical
toolkit with partners in Mexico, including
pledging NGOs Sin Fronteras, Asylum
Access Mexico, and Kids in Need of
Defense (KIND), to guide authorities and
NGOs in adopting community-based
alternatives to mandatory detention; and
engaged in strategic litigation challenging
immigration detention in Mexico with
Asylum Access Mexico and the Global
Strategic Litigation Council.

Africa: IDC launched the SADC Network on Alternatives to
Detention (ATD) with pledging NGO Lawyers for Human
Rights, creating a platform for peer learning; contributed to
legislative hearings and is an amicus curiae in South Africa,
alongside Pledge partner the Global Strategic Litigation
Council, in a case being litigated by pledging NGO Scalabrini
Centre for Human Rights; and mapped immigration detention
laws, policies, and practices across seven East and Horn of

Europe: Drawing on scoping research
with pledging law firm Linklaters on ATD
at EU borders, IDC advocated for
rights-based alternatives under the new
European Pact on Migration and Asylum;
and co-organized a Regional Consultation
on Strategic Litigation with the Global
Strategic Litigation Council to build
capacity among legal advocates, lived
experience leaders, and experts for
challenging border externalization and
immigration detention through litigation.

Africa countries, documenting promising alternatives to

detention implementation in the region.

Asia-Pacific: IDC co-convenes a Regional
Peer-Learning Platform on Alternative
Care for Children in Migration, spanning
five countries; supported the drafting of
ASEAN Guidelines on ATD for Children;
provided technical support to help
Thailand develop Special Operating
Procedures for ATD; and contributed to
South Korea's Constitutional Court ruling
that indefinite detention of migrants
without clear legal limits was
unconstitutional.

Middle East and North Africa: IDC focused on
supporting local civil society and refugee-led
groups, particularly in North Africa, to advocate
against immigration detention, and is implementing
a program enhancing pathways to protection across
the Eastern, Western, and Central Mediterranean
routes in partnership with pledging NGO the
Danish Refugee Council and the Danish Red Cross


https://www.pilnet.org/toward-ending-immigration-detention-and-promoting-rights-based-alternatives/
https://www.fes.de/en/human-rights-award

’§(E$)7 Funding and Resource Mobilization

The Pledge was developed to expand global resources addressing the
legal needs of forcibly displaced persons. Beyond pro bono legal
assistance, law firms, states, and organizations mobilized financial and
other resources in 2024 and 2025. This included funding local
advocacy organizations, NGO legal service providers, UNHCR, and
initiatives directly benefiting refugees and other forcibly displaced
persons.

When law firms partner with legal aid organizations on collaborative
projects, most now provide funding to cover NGO training,
supervision, and case referrals as standard practice. In 2025, after
many legal aid NGOs-including project leads-suffered considerable
funding cuts, a number of law firms provided emergency funding to
cover some of the shortfalls. They also increased staff secondments
and funded interns to support NGO and UNHCR capacity. Several
law firms also invested in efforts to enhance collaboration across the
legal community, including providing funding to sustain the
coordination of the Pledge initiative itself.

o Aspledged, The Government of Australia committed 48 million
AUD to boost legal assistance services for Protection visa
applicants in Australia throughout the application process and for
community outreach activities in 2024 and 2025/26; it is on track
to meet these commitments.

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer funded two future trainees from
their London office to intern in PlLnet's Forced Displacement Team.
The interns directly supported the team in its efforts to coordinate
the GRF Legal Community Pledge, as well as providing critical
support to the Core Group and organization of the Europe, UK, and
US Refugee Rights Pro Bono Pitching Roundtables.

Norton Rose Fulbright Australia placed three employees on
secondment with NGOs and RLOs, empowering legal assistance in
the forced displacement space. In the UK, the firm provided
technical, IT, and logistical support to legal aid NGOs alongside pro
bono support, allowing NGOs to focus resources on delivering
direct services to displaced communities.

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe seconded two Practice Analysts to
PlLnet to support the organization of the first US Refugee Rights Pro
Bono Roundtables in 2025. The secondees played a key role in
coordinating two national roundtables, helping over 20 nonprofit
and refugee-led groups scope their project proposals and match
them with suitable legal partners across the US.




Good Practice

Collective Mobilization to Sustain Critical Legal Infrastructure

In 2023, AMERA International, a leading organization
strengthening legal aid for refugees worldwide, announced its
closure due to insufficient funding. This threatened its

-a comprehensive resource comprising searchable
databases of legal assistance providers by country, Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) asylum support
materials, Refugee Status Determination (RSD) self-help kits,
and other critical tools used globally by refugees and
legal practitioners.

Recognizing the platform’s essential role in refugee protection,
Pledge members coordinated to preserve this infrastructure.

, a Pledge Core Group member organization, assumed
responsibility for hosting and further developing the platform.
Law firms

-all Pledge signatories-provided strategic
counsel and financial resources to facilitate the transition from
AMERA International to AsylLex within a compressed timeframe.

Throughout 2024 and 2025, Asylex sharpened the platform’s
vision around three core pillars: enabling access to reliable legal
information, local legal representation, and shared learning
spaces. AsylLex also began collaborating with technology firms to
improve the platform's accessibility and usability. Original law
firm partners maintained crucial support through pro bono hours
and funding for coordination and platform development, while

and Pledge partner facilitated new law firm
engagement through the 2024 UK & Europe Pro Bono Pitching
Roundtables and other matching initiatives.

This growing coalition contributed over 1,500 pro bono hours from
more than 100 lawyers during 2024-2025, including to support the
development of SOGI asylum support materials in 36 countries.
This collaborative investment has ensured the continuous updating,
expansion, and long-term sustainability of a public legal database
now spanning over 150 countries and connecting a global network
of legal experts.

Collectively safeguarding the Rights in Exile platform is a powerful example of why the Legal Community Pledge is so
essential. Without the Pledge, we would never have been able to mobilize supporting partners so quickly to maintain,
update, and even expand this vital resource. Many NGOs dream of having such a platform to enable access to justice
for asylum seekers, yet limited capacity had prevented organizations from taking on this existing one for fear of not
being able to keep it current. Under AsyLex's coordination, we built a collaborative model that brings together law
firms, NGOs, tech partners, and subject-matter experts. This joint commitment ensures that the Rights in Exile
platform not only survives but continues to grow, providing accessible legal information, access to local legal
representation, and a shared learning space for communities worldwide. Thanks to the Pledge, a resource that

could have been lost is now strengthened and future-proofed for those who rely on it most!

JOELLE SPAHNI, GLOBAL HEAD, ASYLEX



http://www.rightsinexile.org/

Coordination, Collaboration, and

P4y Legal Capacity Development

A primary goal of the Pledge is to build a more connected global legal
community working with and for refugees. To strengthen peer
exchange, PlLnet launched a signatory email group in 2024 and
partnered with Core Group members in early 2025 to convene Pledge
members around shifting funding and policy landscapes. These
interactions evolved into vital monthly exchanges where members
share updates, align efforts, and forge joint initiatives, leading to
increased coordination in response to urgent matters such as legal
assistance for people seeking to flee Gaza, as well as longer-term
engagement on country of origin information pro bono and advocacy
with UN Special Procedures.

While strengthening legal assistance for asylum-seekers remained
core, the community actively expanded to include safe pathways,
climate displacement, and statelessness. Several pledging organizations
joined the Global Alliance to End Statelessness (launched in 2024),
while members convened dedicated peer-exchange sessions at the
2024 and 2025 PlLnet Global Forums and other venues. As coordinator,
PlLnet deepened its partnership with UNHCR to drive Pledge
implementation, engaging stakeholders across judicial engagement,
localization, complementary pathways, statelessness, and the Global
Compact on Refugees (GCR) Team. PlLnet also forged stronger
connections with other multi-stakeholder pledges, including the Family
Reunification and Meaningful Refugee Participation pledges, and
GCR-related initiatives such as the Asylum Capacity Support Group and
the Cartagena+40 - Chile Declaration and Plan of Action.

e |n 2024, Act for Peace (AfP), in collaboration with BLAST and the
pledging NGO the Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network, organized a
legal workshop in Cox's Bazar for 30 Bangladeshi legal practitioners.
AfP reviewed legal services progress for the Rohingya community;
examined referral pathways and protection responses; conducted
field visits with Rohingya paralegals and local stakeholders; and
delivered sessions on international legal frameworks, ethical
standards, client sensitivity, and advocacy.

Throughout 2024 and 2025, Pathfinders convened a number of
informal meetings of the Justice for Displaced Populations
Initiative. The platform is designed to facilitate peer exchange;
collective action; and priority-setting across justice, displacement,
and development sectors, bringing together refugee leaders, civil
society, multilateral organizations, funders, UN missions, and
academics, and includes Pledge partners UNDP, Legal
Empowerment Fund-Fund for Global Human Rights, and PILnet.

e HIAS implemented legal capacity programming in Romania, Greece,
Guyana, the Dominican Republic, Peru, and Colombia in 2024-2025,
equipping lawyers and displaced community members with practical
skills to improve access to rights and legal remedies-exceeding their
pledged commitment to provide legal capacity support in three
countries during 2024-2027.

In 2024, PlLnet and the Core Group organized a networking lunch for
Pledge members to enhance peer exchange and support stocktaking
at the PlLnet Global Forum. In 2025, PlLnet and the Core Group
organized a half-day, closed-door workshop for Pledge members; the
workshop underscoring the collaborative spirit of the Pledge, these
events were sponsored by pledging law firms Clyde & Co. and Akin
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld.

In Latin America, Danish Refugee Council and Norwegian Refugee
Council partnered on ProLAC, a regional information management
initiative addressing an unprecedented protection crisis in the region
where hundreds of thousands are displaced internally and across
borders, facing alarming violence and human rights violations. While
legal frameworks for protection exist, implementation is hindered by
economic inequality, resource constraints, xenophobia, and
security-focused policies that deprioritize refugee and migrant
protection. ProLAC improves joint protection analyses, informs
coordinated humanitarian responses, and identifies populations and
areas with urgent needs.

_EDGE EXCHANGE: COLLABOR!/
MODELS TO ADDRESS STATELESSNESS

25868

“ PlLnet

Knowledge Exchange Session on Statelessness at the PlLnet Global Forum
2025 in Rome / PlLnet
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https://acsg-portal.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/cartagena-40-chile-declaration-and-plan-action-consolidate-regional-leadership
https://drc.ngo/resources/documents/regional-protection-advocacy-documents-lac/

The Pledge will build on its momentum to deepen engagement, enhance accessibility, and institutionalize core principles and practices. Pledge
members will continue delivering commitments across the six strategic focus areas, while PlLnet and the Core Group, subject to resourcing, will
focus on five priorities:

B
3

Deepen Coordinated Engagement and Advocacy: The Pledge will continue to highlight the critical role of legal assistance and
the rule of law in refugee and stateless response across national, regional, and global levels. We will strengthen our coordinated
engagement with UN human rights mechanisms and deepen collaborative efforts to advocate for policy and legislative reform
to enhance protection and access to asylum. A diverse delegation of refugee experts, NGOs, and law firms will represent the
Pledge at the Global Refugee Forum (GRF) Progress Review in Geneva (15-17 December), where a Joint Statement co-drafted
by Pledge members will be delivered in plenary.

:gﬁ

Institutionalize Centering Lived Experience: The Pledge will continue advocating for meaningful participation of refugees and
stateless people, transitioning this from an emerging ideal to an embedded practice. We will explore establishing an advisory
panel of individuals with lived experience to guide Pledge coordination and serve as a resource for members integrating
participation into their legal initiatives.

Increase Accessibility to Pro Bono Services: PlLnet and the Core Group will expand access to pro bono assistance for
organizations lacking legal support, particularly local actors and/or those led by people with lived experience of displacement
and statelessness. This includes continuing to scale and adapt the Refugee Rights Pro Bono Pitching Roundtable model,
including to the statelessness context, and expanded legal health checks to strengthen organizational resilience.

Standardize Peer Exchanges and Information Sharing: PlLnet and the Core Group will standardize peer exchange opportunities
to catalyze learning and collaboration around legal assistance and advocacy. We will refine monthly convenings to
accommodate time zones and explore dedicated thematic sessions on priority areas-including statelessness, climate
displacement, and complementary pathways-at PlLnet's 2026 Global Forum and other fora.

@) (@ @

Strengthen Foundations and Build Momentum for GRF 2027: The Core Group will broaden the coalition of stakeholders
engaged in the Pledge, including through targeted outreach to States, UN agencies, and donors, laying the foundation for new
commitments and deeper collaboration ahead of the GRF 2027. We will bolster support for standardized reporting that captures
meaningful outcomes, strengthen links to local networks in priority regions, and explore sustainable funding models for Pledge
coordination. As legal needs escalate and resources contract, scaling the Pledge is not optional-it is essential to closing the
widening justice gap faced by displaced and stateless people worldwide.

—_
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https://www.pilnet.org/our-work/forced-displacement/grf-pledge/grf-progress-review-delegation/
https://www.unhcr.org/events/global-refugee-forum-progress-review-2025
http://www.pilnet.org/pledgestatement2025

This report was compiled by PlLnet, drawing on a stocktaking exercise led by the Pledge Core Group, including the following organizations
and firms:
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https://www.pilnet.org/grf-legal-community-core-group/

The stocktaking was conducted through dedicated sessions at the 2024 and 2025 PlLnet Global Forums, interviews with Pledge members, and an
analysis of written reports and qualitative data provided to UNHCR by the following named pledgers. We thank them for their contributions.

Akin Gump Barreau de
Act For Peace | StraussHauer& ' AO Shearman ! Arthur Cox ! Ashurst ! Asylex ! . s
‘ . Paris Solidarité
: Feld : : : : :
| Child Protection ! . . . .
" CentreforChild ' committeeof | Clifford Chance ! CoaI|Z|0|je 'taJ'a'Ta C9n5|g||o Danish
Branches of Hope : Law ; Lahore Bar ; LLp . perlelibertaei . Nazionaledel Refugee
‘ ‘ L 1 . Diritti Civili (CILD) ! Notariato . Council (DRC)
Association
Eversheds European
: DLA Piper : Sutherland : pear . Fountain of Justice | Governmentof ! Government of
Dentons ‘ . ‘ . ‘ Lawyers in ‘ . ‘ . ‘ .
‘ International ' (International) ! South Africa ! Australia ! Chile
‘ ‘ . Lesvos (ELIL) ‘ ‘
LLP ;
Herbert Smith . Immigration Internatpnal 1 Internatlgnal © Justice Centre Kids in Need
Freehills Kramer ! HIAS ! Council of Ireland ! Detention ' Refugee Assistance ! Hong Kon '+ of Defense
| | | Coalition(IDC) ' Project (IRAP) ERONE 1 (KIND)
1 o lewl i 1 1
Korea Law Firm | Lebanese Center | Empowerment | 1 Mattos Filho 1 | Morrison
Public Interest ! for HumanRights | Fund-Fundfor ! Linklaters LLP Advogados © Morgan Lewis ! Foerster
Network ; (CLDH) ' Global Human ; g ; ;
:  Rghts 1 1 1
Norwegian : " NortonRose | Orrick, : PanAmencan gnd : Pathfinders for :
.+ NortonRose ! . : . . CaribbeanUnion | Peaceful, Just, .
Refugee Council . | Fulbright . Herrington& . | . . ProPublico
(NRO) '+ Fulbright LLP Australia ! Sutcliffe ' ForHumanRights '  andInclusive
; (PACUHR) Societies
' Schweizerische
| Refugge | . Scalabrini Centre ' Beobachtungsstelle Shabwa~h Y(.DUth . Sin Fronteras
ProBono.Org Consortium ' Refugee Legal ! . ¢+ Organization
‘ Kenva ‘ . of Cape Town | fur Asyl- und ‘ (SYO) ‘ |AP
‘ Y ‘ ‘ . Auslanderrecht !

Study and Research Centre on United Nations University of
Environmentally Displaced Persons ! The Legal ! The Public ! Development . California College | Simmons &
(NEPDA)-Paraiba State University ' Resources Centre ' Interest Practice P ; of the Law, ; Simmons

1 1 . Programme (UNDP) | . ‘
(UEPB) ‘ + San Francisco

We would also like to thank Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer for supporting the development of this report, including its design.
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How to get

involved?

If you are ready to take action and contribute to a more inclusive and effective legal response for displaced communities, we invite you to sign on to
the 2023 GRF Legal Community Pledge now. Here's how:

If you want, you can draft your own
version of the Pledge using
UNHCR's submission template.
PlLnet is happy to assist if needed!

J
4
O —
Read the Pledge Framework and Submit your Pledge online via the
Pledging Guidance to GCR Pledge Submission Platform,
understand the initiative and confirming your participation in
begin shaping your pledge. the Joint Legal Community Pledge.

If you are an RLO, SLO, NGO, or legal service provider and would like to be matched with free legal help, you can learn more about our matching
portal here.

If you would like to learn more, reach out to grfpledge@pilnet.org, or stay updated on Pledge-related news by signing up to our quarterly
newsletter here.



https://www.pilnet.org/access-legal-help/get-legal-assistance/forced-displacement-legal-assistance/
https://pilnet.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=98a29ffea08f1b2925adf4167&id=a66ca3455a
https://www.pilnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/GRF-Pledge-Framework-1.pdf
https://www.pilnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/GRF-Pledging-Guidance.pdf
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/pledges-contributions/pledge-concrete-actions-refugees-and-host-communities
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/media/planning-purposes-only-pledge-submission-questions
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