


Mission Statement

The Paralegal Pathways Initiative seeks to amplify the talents and perspectives of those who have directly experienced 

incarceration in an effort to create economic opportunity for our participants, advance racial equity in the legal field, 

build knowledge of the impacts of the criminal legal system among current and future legal professionals, and expose the 

legal profession to an untapped wealth of legal experience and aptitude.



Who is PPI for?

CLS & Fordham Law 
Students: 

● Experiential learning 
opportunity 

● In the Fall, students 
prepare for the Spring 
cohort by drafting a 
curriculum, recruiting 
individuals, and engaging 
in collaborative 
discussions about what 
they have learned

● In the Spring, students 
take the lead in planning 
and running weekly 
classroom sessions while 
also building relationships 
with the participants and 
learning from the 
participants lived 
experience

Formerly Incarcerated 
Individuals: 

● Who have demonstrated a 
genuine interest in the 
legal field 

● Committed to 
contributing to a 
collaborative learning 
environment 

● Want to pursue a career in 
the legal field or desire to 
go to law school



Future Goals

Law School Application Assistance 03 ● Provide LSAT support to participants who complete the program 

and desire to go to law school

Fellowships for Participants02 ● Year-long Fellowship in partnership with NYC Nonprofit Legal 

Organizations

Gainful Employment for Participants01 ● Job postings, Resume support, Mock interviews, Reference letters
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