
Thursday, September 10, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 PM ET

Refugee Rights 
Pro Bono Pitching
Roundtable Workshop
Empowering NGOs and RLOs through Pro Bono Collaboration



Introduction to the Workshop 
Jasmine Simperingham, Program Director (Forced Displacement), PILnet

Basma Alawee,  Senior Advisor for Policy & Advocacy, Refugee Congress

Anna Greene, Resettlement and Complementary Pathways Officer, UNHCR

Workshop Objectives 
Raise awareness about the types of free legal help available to nonprofits in the US and
how to access such help.
Showcase examples of successful pro bono projects from the US, to inspire and inform the
development of new pro bono projects and partnerships.
Empower nonprofits to scope and implement successful pro bono projects, including to
navigate potential challenges in building partnerships with private sector law firms.
Equip nonprofits with tools and tips to craft and clearly present compelling pro bono
proposals at the Roundtable and other pro bono matching opportunities.



Introduction to Refugee Rights 
Pro Bono

The provision of free legal services to organizations and individuals who would otherwise have
no, or limited, resources or access to legal assistance.

Pro bono is: 
Voluntary, uncompensated legal work by lawyers and law firms.
For the public good, not commercial interest.
Free for clients, delivered to the same professional standard as paid work.

What is Pro Bono?



Introduction to Refugee Rights 
Pro Bono

What is Refugee Rights Pro Bono?

Pro Bono directed at refugees, stateless individuals, and forcibly displaced
groups.

Support for organizations working with or led by those with lived experience
of displacement, including Refugee-Led Organizations and Stateless-Led
Organizations.



State-funded legal advice and

representation for individuals.

Not available for organizations.

Steps in when legal aid is unavailable
or insufficient.
Provides support beyond what legal
aid covers, including legal research
and training, assistance for
organizations not just individuals.

LEGAL AID PRO BONO

Is pro bono the same as legal aid?

Legal Aid vs. Pro Bono
Pro Bono fills the gaps left by Legal Aid



Who can receive Pro Bono support?

Individuals

NGOs/charities/ foundations/
community groups

Social Enterprises

Corporations or profit-making
organizations



Led by Displaced Legal
Professionals

Connects NGOs/RLOs to
Pro bono Legal Support

 Fosters Equitable
Partnerships

Outcome-Focused
Assistance

PILnet's  Refugee - Led Clearing House

Aileron



OPERATIONAL
LEGAL SUPPORT

RESEARCH AND
TRAINING

DIRECT
ASSISTANCE

Refugee Rights Pro Bono in Practice 



01 Non-profit Law, including NGO registration, governance
and compliance guidance. (e.g. support drafting by-laws
and legal documents).

02 Employment Law, including drafting employee
handbooks and reviewing volunteer or staff contracts.

03 Access to Banking Services, navigating banking
procedures, including opening accounts and meeting
financial institution requirements.

04 Development and enhancement of data protection,
cybersecurity, and other organizational policies.

05 Full range of services include, but are not limited to,
Intellectual Property, Corporate, Finance, Tax, Real
Estate.

Operational
Legal Support 



01 Conducting legal research on complex
issues, including multi-jurisdictional
analysis.

02 Legal assessment of draft legislation and
policy frameworks.

03 Comparative or other research to support
strategic litigation.

04 Training and workshops on specific
areas of law, including safeguarding, work
rights and human rights.

Research and
Training
Legal Support  



01 Collaborative pro bono projects,
where law firms take on a certain
task, or tasks, to support the provision
of direct assistance to asylum-seekers
or other individuals. 

02 Projects can cover many areas where
individuals need direct assistance,
including asylum and immigration,
detention, stateless and family
reunification related procedures.

Direct
Assistance
Legal Support  



Contact 

PILnet

1

Complete

 Intake Form

2

Develop 

Project

Description

3

Match with

 Legal

Service

Provider

4

Introduction & 

Collaboration

5

Receive Free

Legal

Assistance

6

Easy 6-Step Process

Refugee-Led Clearing House  Process 



RESEARCH AND
TRAINING

PROGRAMMATIC
LEGAL SUPPORT 

Refugee Rights Pro Bono in Practice 
in the US

Alicia M. de la O,  
Director of Legal Access and

Information, American Bar Association
(ABA) Commission on Immigration 

Samantha Sitterley,
 Legal Services Director, United

Stateless



Timeline: Scope and Pitch a Project



Legal Assistance Intake Form



Timeline: Scope and Pitch a Project



Project Description



Timeline: Scope and Pitch a Project



Catalogue



Timeline: Scope and Pitch a Project

** Indicative timeline



Roundtable 
Powerpoint



** Indicative timeline



Q & A  



** Indicative timeline



T H A N K  Y O U

Legal Assistance Intake FormWorkshop Feedback Form
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